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In the new edition of this widely praised text, Alan Aldridge examines the complex realities of religious
belief, practice and institutions. Religion is a powerful and controversial force in the contemporary world,
even in supposedly secular societies. Almost all societies seek to cultivate religions and faith communities as
sources of social stability and engines of social progress. They also try to combat real and imagined abuses
and excess, regulating cults that brainwash vulnerable people, containing fundamentalism that threatens
democracy and the progress of science, and identifying terrorists who threaten atrocities in the name of
religion.

The third edition has been carefully revised to make sure it is fully up to date with recent developments and
debates. Major themes in the revised edition include the recently erupted ‘culture war’ between progressive
secularists and conservative believers, the diverse manifestations of ‘fundamentalism’ and their impact on
the wider society, new individual forms of religious expression in opposition to traditional structures of
authority, and the backlash against ‘multiculturalism’ with its controversial implications for the social
integration of ethnic and religious minority communities.

Impressive in its scholarly analysis of a vibrant and challenging aspect of human societies, the third edition
will appeal strongly to students taking courses in the sociology of religion and religious studies, as well as to
everyone interested in the place of religion in the contemporary world.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Ramirez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book Religion in the Contemporary World: A
Sociological Introduction has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Religion in the Contemporary World: A
Sociological Introduction is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
using the book Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction. You never feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Linda Gabriel:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading
a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Religion in the Contemporary
World: A Sociological Introduction, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Ollie Waymire:

The guide untitled Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological
Introduction from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Mary Kerr:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Religion in the Contemporary World: A
Sociological Introduction can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction.
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