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In this novel exploration of Reformed spirituality, Belden C. Lane uncovers a "green theology" that
celebrates a community of jubilant creatures of all languages and species. Lane reveals an ecologically
sensitive Calvin who spoke of himself as ''ravished'' by the earth's beauty. He speaks of Puritans who
fostered a ''lusty'' spirituality in which Christ figured as a lover who encouraged meditation on the wonders
of creation. He presents a Jonathan Edwards who urged a sensuous ''enjoyment'' of God's beauty as the only
real way of knowing God.

Lane argues for the ''double irony'' of Reformed spirituality, showing that Calvinists who often seem prudish
and proper are in fact a people of passionate desire. Similarly, Reformed Christians who appear totally
focused on divine transcendence turn out at times to be closet nature mystics, exulting in God's glory
everywhere. Lane also demonstrates, however, that a spirituality of desire can be derailed, ending in sexual
excess and pantheism. Ecologically, holy longing can be redirected from a contemplation of God's splendor
in the earth's beauty to a craving for land itself, resulting in disastrous misuse of its resources.
Between the major chapters of the book are engaging personal essays drawn from the author's own love of
nature as a Reformed Christian, and providing a thoughtful discussion of contemporary issues of species
diversity and the honoring of an earth community.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Price:

With other case, little persons like to read book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed
Spirituality. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Brad Black:

The book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Ravished by
Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Duncan Houghton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality, you can tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Kirk Nutter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Ravished



by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality will give you a new experience in examining a
book.
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