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Anne-Marie-Louise d'Orléans -- a cousin to Louis XIV and known in her time and to posterity as "La Grande
Mademoiselle" -- is still remembered in France today for her unconventional life and heroic deeds. A
participant in the factional struggles known as the Fronde, which nearly consumed France during the
minority of Louis XIV, Mademoiselle ultimately sided with a coalition of princes and great noblemen who
sought to depose the king's prime minister, Cardinal Mazarin, and seize control of the state. During the
fiercest fighting in Paris, she ordered the cannons of the Bastille to be turned on the king's troops, saving the
rebel army -- a deed that cost her five years of internal exile and the lasting mistrust of Louis XIV. Late in
her life, she again shocked the court with her attempt to marry an officer of the king's guard, a proposed
misalliance that provoked an enormous public outcry and greatly embarrassed the king. In addition, she was
a privileged chronicler of court life, a witness to the ministries of Richelieu and Mazarin and to the most
successful decades of Louis XIV's reign. Her Mémoires, first published in 1718 and initially suppressed in
France, remains a major source of information on the period's political and social events as well as a page-
turning melodrama of court intrigue. Mademoiselle also left behind a number of other works -- literary
portraits of the prominent personalities of her day, letters, satirical short stories, and two essays on religion --
which, together with her memoirs, stand as an unusual achievement for any seventeenth-century woman, let
alone one so high-born and wealthy.

In La Grande Mademoiselle at the Court of France, Vincent Pitts presents a comprehensive and engaging
biography of this remarkable woman which draws upon Mademoiselle's writings and his own impressive
command of her times. Viewed through her writings, the events of Mademoiselle's life offer a unique
perspective on several aspects of seventeenth-century France: the evolution of the Bourbon monarchy over
the course of the century, the dynamics of aristocratic resistance to the centralizing power of the state, and
the debate over the role of women in public and private life. As both an active participant in and a keen
observer of the great events of her time, La Grande Mademoiselle helped define her age even as she
challenged the limitations it placed upon her, as Pitts's rich and rigorous account of her life makes clear.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

The book La Grande Mademoiselle at the Court of France: 1627--1693 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book La Grande
Mademoiselle at the Court of France: 1627--1693? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book La Grande Mademoiselle at the Court of France: 1627--1693 has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Pete Plaisance:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this La
Grande Mademoiselle at the Court of France: 1627--1693.

Steven Barraza:

Exactly why? Because this La Grande Mademoiselle at the Court of France: 1627--1693 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Megan Jordan:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping La Grande Mademoiselle at the
Court of France: 1627--1693 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky



particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you are able to pick La Grande Mademoiselle at the Court of France: 1627--1693
become your own personal starter.
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