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Fewer than five years after World War II, the United States found itself once again confronted by a war for
which it was unprepared. Once again a downsized military establishment rushed to call up, draft, and recruit
the needed manpower. And once again when it came up short, the services asked American women to leave
their homes, jobs, and families to serve their country. This book chronicles the crucial work of servicewomen
in the Korean War, and other uniformed women who helped support that war and the burgeoning Cold War
in places as far flung as the Pacific atoll of Kwajalein, bases in still-occupied post-war Germany and Japan,
and lonely, isolated outposts such as Great Falls, Montana. The few short years between 1945 and 1953 saw
pivotal changes in women's status in the U.S. Armed Forces. In a series of controversial and sometimes bitter
legislative contests, women went from being almost a historical footnote in the immediate postwar period - a
source of labor and skills the nation's military took for granted - to winning a permanent place in each branch
of the armed services. Largely based on the rich archives housed at the Women In Military Service For
America Memorial Foundation, this volume records the actions of women who served in the armed forces, as
well as those in the Red Cross, the USO, and other nongovernmental organizations that sent women overseas
in support of U.S. military personnel. Topics include the efforts of the Department of Defense to increase the
number of female recruits for the Korean War and the difficulty of retaining them in an era that valued
homemakers and devalued career women; the cost to the military of the female talent drain just when the
military needed them most; and a close look at Army, Navy and Air Force nurses, as well as those in the
innovative M.A.S.H. units, who all performed magnificently under dangerous and harsh conditions. The
book's conclusion assesses the failure of the military to fully incorporate women during these years as a
result of its own paternalistic mindset (shared by society at large) coupled with the failure of wartime
recruiting efforts and the low retention rate for servicewomen. The authors argue that the number of
servicewomen remained far below authorized levels throughout this period, and the continued small size of
the women's components resulted in their inability to accomplish their mission. According to the authors,
this hurt the credibility of the women's services and haunted them for years, reinforcing the rock-solid belief
of many that the military was for men, and women did not belong there.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book "A Defense Weapon Known to Be of
Value": Servicewomen of the Korean War Era. All type of book could you see on many options. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Nannie Hernandez:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This "A Defense Weapon Known to Be of
Value": Servicewomen of the Korean War Era is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Richard Horgan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this "A Defense Weapon Known to Be of Value": Servicewomen of the Korean
War Era, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Bessie Hall:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book "A
Defense Weapon Known to Be of Value": Servicewomen of the Korean War Era we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time
book "A Defense Weapon Known to Be of Value": Servicewomen of the Korean War Era. You can more
attractive than now.
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