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Sitting on the beach on a sunny summer day, we enjoy the steady advance and retreat of the waves. In the
water, enthusiastic waders jump and shriek with pleasure when a wave hits them. But where do these waves
come from? How are they formed and why do they break on the shore? In Waves, Fredric Raichlen traces the
evolution of waves, from their generation in the deep ocean to their effects on the coast. He explains, in a
way that is readily understandable to nonscientists, both the science of waves themselves and the technology
that can be used to protect us against their more extreme forms, including hurricanes and tsunamis. After
offering a basic definition of waves and explaining the mechanics of wind-wave generation, Raichlen
describes how waves travel, how they shoal (rise), how they break, and how they transform in other ways.
He goes on to describe, among other things, the complicated sun-Earth-moon combinations that create
astronomical tides (the high and low tides that occur daily and predictably); the effects of waves on the
beach, including rip currents and beach erosion, and on harbors and shipping; and the building of
breakwaters to protect harbors and bays. He discusses hurricanes, storm surges, and hurricane-generated
waves. He offers a brief history of tsunamis, including Sumatra's in 2004 and Japan's in 2011, and explains
the mechanisms that generate them (including earthquakes, landslides, and volcanoes). Waves can be little
ripples that lap peacefully at the shore or monstrous tsunamis that destroy everything in their paths.
Describing the science underlying this astonishing variety, Waves offers a different kind of beach reading.
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From reader reviews:

Winnie Logan:

This Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Waves
(The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Waves
(The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Eldon Hall:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the book you have read is actually Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).

Teresita Donahue:

Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Waves (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Tara Payton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Waves (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series).
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