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This sweeping study of mysticism by Jess Hollenback considers the writings and experiences of a broad
range of traditional religious mystics, including Teresa of Avila, Black Elk, and Gopi Krishna. It also makes
use of a new category of sources that more traditional scholars have almost entirely ignored, namely, the
autobiographies and writings of contemporary clairvoyants, mediums, and out-of-body travelers. This study
contributes to the current debate about the contextuality of mysticism by presenting evidence that not only
are the mystic's interpretations of and responses to experiences culturally and historically conditioned, but
historical context and cultural environment decisively shape both the perceptual and affective content of the
mystic's experience as well.

Hollenback also explores the linkage between the mystic's practice of recollection and the onset of other
unusual or supernormal manifestations such as photisms, the ability to see auras, telepathic sensitivity,
clairvoyance, and out-of-body experiences. He demonstrates that these extraordinary phenomena can
actually deepen our understanding of mysticism in unexpected ways.

A unique feature of this book is its in-depth analysis of "empowerment," an important phenomenon ignored
by most scholars of mysticism. Empowerment is a peculiar enhancement of the imagination, thoughts, and
desires that frequently accompanies mystical states of consciousness. Hollenback shows its cross-cultural
persistence, its role in constructing the perceptual and existential environments within which the mystic
dwells, and its linkage to the fundamental contextuality of mystical experience.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

This Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of
Religions) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of
Religions) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the
History of Religions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Betty Sanchez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Mysticism:
Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions) suitable to
you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Mysticism:
Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions)is the main
one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Katie Barry:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks.
It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions).

Michael Crew:

This Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of
Religions) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger
of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in



the History of Religions) can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get
by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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