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What you are as a person is far more important than what you are as a basketball player. John Wooden

Foreword by UCLA Basketball Coach Steve Alford

John Wooden helped define college basketball in the twentieth century and became an icon of American
sports. His name is forever identified with the University of California, Los Angeles, where in the 1960s and
1970s he built a basketball dynasty and coached Bruin teams to unprecedented success: ten national
championships in twelve years, seven national titles in a row, four perfect seasons, and an eighty-eight-game
winning streak all NCAA men's records that remain unrivaled.

To speak only of Wooden s UCLA coaching career is to overlook a significant part of his life story, however.
Wooden was born in Indiana, and throughout his long life--he died in 2010 just months shy of his hundredth
birthday--he remained proud of his Hoosier roots, enough so that he visited his home state whenever
possible, maintained contacts with old friends, and always stayed true to the midwestern values instilled in
him by his family and teachers. In 1948, when at age thirty-seven Wooden accepted UCLA s head basketball
job, few West Coasters had ever heard of him. Plenty of Hoosiers had.

They knew him as a young John Bob growing up on a Morgan County farm near the hamlet of Centerton,
learning to toss a rag-stuffed ball through a tomato basket nailed to a barn wall. They knew him as the
accomplished athlete nicknamed Pert who helped his Martinsville High School basketball team compete in
three state championships. And they knew him as the India Rubber Man at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, where, as a three-time All-American guard, he delighted fans with his hustle and dives for loose
balls. Hoosiers, too, are the ones who called Wooden coach before the rest of the nation knew him as Coach.
In the 1930s and 1940s, Johnny Wooden honed his hoops-teaching skills at South Bend Central High School
and later at Indiana State Teachers College (now Indiana State University) in Terre Haute before crossing the
continent to make basketball history.

In this tenth volume of the Indiana Historical Society Press's celebrated Youth Biography Series, Barbara
Olenyik Morrow traces the path of Wooden s career. Readers young and old alike will meet the coaches who
served as Wooden s mentors; the high-school sweetheart who became his devoted wife, Nell; the players
who both respected and challenged him; and the fans who revered him not just for his coaching record but
also for his decency and common-sense wisdom wisdom encapsulated in his homespun maxims ( Never
mistake activity for accomplishment ) and highlighted in his well-known Pyramid of Success. Full of
archival photos, this biography also shows how Wooden s story is inseparable from major events and social
currents in the twentieth century, from the Great Depression to civil-rights struggles to campus unrest during
the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Youth Biography). Try to
stumble through book Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Youth Biography) as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Cornell Warren:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular
Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Youth Biography) to read.

James Furlow:

The particular book Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Youth Biography) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden
(Youth Biography) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jewell Brundage:

The actual book Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Youth Biography) has a lot of information on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this book.
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