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"I am hopelessly and forever a mountaineer," John Muir wrote. "Civilization and fever and all the
morbidness that has been hooted at me has not dimmed my glacial eye, and I care to live only to entice
people to look at Nature's loveliness. My own special self is nothing."

In Donald Worster's magisterial biography, John Muir's "special self" is fully explored as is his extraordinary
ability, then and now, to get others to see the sacred beauty of the natural world. A Passion for Nature is the
most complete account of the great conservationist and founder of the Sierra Club ever written. It is the first
to be based on Muir's full private correspondence and to meet modern scholarly standards. Yet it is also full
of rich detail and personal anecdote, uncovering the complex inner life behind the legend of the solitary
mountain man. It traces Muir from his boyhood in Scotland and frontier Wisconsin to his adult life in
California right after the Civil War up to his death on the eve of World War I. It explores his marriage and
family life, his relationship with his abusive father, his many friendships with the humble and famous
(including Theodore Roosevelt and Ralph Waldo Emerson), and his role in founding the modern American
conservation movement. Inspired by Muir's passion for the wilderness, Americans created a long and
stunning list of national parks and wilderness areas, Yosemite most prominent among them. Yet the book
also describes a Muir who was a successful fruit-grower, a talented scientist and world-traveler, a doting
father and husband, a self-made man of wealth and political influence. A man for whom mountaineering was
"a pathway to revelation and worship."

For anyone wishing to more fully understand America's first great environmentalist, and the enormous
influence he still exerts today, Donald Worster's biography offers a wealth of insight into the passionate
nature of a man whose passion for nature remains unsurpassed.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book A
Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sheila Nathan:

This A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
That A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir without we know teach the one who reading it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Shane Bodine:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Passion for Nature: The Life of John
Muir book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty A Passion for Nature:
The Life of John Muir as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Arthur Poulsen:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book A Passion for Nature: The Life of
John Muir to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the guide A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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