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Penny Schine Gold provides a bold analysis of key literary and artistic images of women in the Middle Ages
and the relationship between these images and the actual experience of women. She argues that the complex
interactions between men and women as expressed in both image and experience reflect a common pattern of
ambivalence and contradiction. Thus, women are seen as both helpful and harmful, powerful and submissive,
and the actuality of women's experience encompasses women in control and controlled, autonomous and
dependent.

Vividly recreating the rich texture of medieval life, Gold effectively and eloquently goes beyond a simple
equation of social context and representation. In the process. she challenges equally simple judgments of
historical periods as being either "good" or "bad" for women.

"[The Lady and the Virgin] presents its findings in a form that should attract students as well as their
instructors. The careful and controlled use of so many different kinds of sources . . . offers us a valuable
medieval case study in the inner-relationship between the segments of society and its ethos or value
system."—Joel T. Rosenthal, The History Teacher

"Something of a tour de force in an interdisciplinary approach to history."—Jo Ann McNamara, Speculum

"[A] well-written, extremely well-researched book. . . . The Lady and the Virgin is useful, readable, and well
informed."—R. Howard Bloch, Modern Philology
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Hanks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Lady and the Virgin: Image, Attitude, and Experience in Twelfth-
Century France (Women in Culture and Society). Try to stumble through book The Lady and the Virgin:
Image, Attitude, and Experience in Twelfth-Century France (Women in Culture and Society) as your friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Joseph Cosgrove:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Lady and the Virgin: Image, Attitude,
and Experience in Twelfth-Century France (Women in Culture and Society) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sandra Lester:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The
Lady and the Virgin: Image, Attitude, and Experience in Twelfth-Century France (Women in Culture and
Society) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Ruth Vazquez:

This The Lady and the Virgin: Image, Attitude, and Experience in Twelfth-Century France (Women in
Culture and Society) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this The Lady and the Virgin: Image, Attitude, and Experience
in Twelfth-Century France (Women in Culture and Society) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind



for your better life and knowledge.
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