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An intimate and profoundly moving Jewish family history—a story of displacement, prejudice, hope,
despair, and love.

In this luminous memoir, award-winning New York Times columnist Roger Cohen turns a compassionate yet
discerning eye on the legacy of his own forebears. As he follows them across continents and decades,
mapping individual lives that diverge and intertwine, vital patterns of struggle and resilience, valued heritage
and evolving loyalties (religious, ethnic, national), converge into a resonant portrait of cultural identity in the
modern age.

Beginning in the nineteenth century and continuing through to the present day, Cohen tracks his family’s
story of repeated upheaval, from Lithuania to South Africa, and then to England, the United States, and
Israel. It is a tale of otherness marked by overt and latent anti-Semitism, but also otherness as a sense of
inheritance. We see Cohen’s family members grow roots in each adopted homeland even as they struggle to
overcome the loss of what is left behind and to adapt—to the racism his parents witness in apartheid-era
South Africa, to the familiar ostracism an uncle from Johannesburg faces after fighting against Hitler across
Europe, to the ambivalence an Israeli cousin experiences when tasked with policing the occupied West Bank.
At the heart of The Girl from Human Street is the powerful and touching relationship between Cohen and his
mother, that “girl.” Tortured by the upheavals in her life yet stoic in her struggle, she embodies her son’s
complex inheritance.

Graceful, honest, and sweeping, Cohen’s remarkable chronicle of the quest for belonging across generations
contributes an important chapter to the ongoing narrative of Jewish life.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cancel:

This The Girl from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of The Girl from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Girl from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family can bring any time
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Girl from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family
having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Allen:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Girl
from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Willie Collins:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can satisfy
your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. The
Girl from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Kelly Mays:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Girl from Human Street:
Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Girl from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory



in a Jewish Family to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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