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At a time when slavery was spreading and the country was steeped in racism, two white men and two black
men overcame social barriers and mistrust to form a unique alliance that sought nothing less than the end of
all evil. Drawing on the largest extant bi-racial correspondence in the Civil War era, John Stauffer braids
together these men's struggles to reconcile ideals of justice with the reality of slavery and oppression. Who
could imagine that Gerrit Smith, one of the richest men in the country, would give away his wealth to the
poor and ally himself with Frederick Douglass, an ex-slave? And why would James McCune Smith, the most
educated black man in the country, link arms with John Brown, a bankrupt entrepreneur, along with the
others? Distinguished by their interracial bonds, they shared a millennialist vision of a new world where
everyone was free and equal.

As the nation headed toward armed conflict, these men waged their own war by establishing model
interracial communities, forming a new political party, and embracing violence. Their revolutionary ethos
bridged the divide between the sacred and the profane, black and white, masculine and feminine, and
civilization and savagery that had long girded western culture. In so doing, it embraced a malleable and
"black-hearted" self that was capable of violent revolt against a slaveholding nation, in order to usher in a
kingdom of God on earth. In tracing the rise and fall of their prophetic vision and alliance, Stauffer reveals
how radical reform helped propel the nation toward war even as it strove to vanquish slavery and preserve
the peace.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Black Hearts of
Men. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Andrew Fogarty:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book The Black Hearts of Men ended up being making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The reserve The Black Hearts of Men is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The Black Hearts of Men. You never truly feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Bobbie Burke:

The feeling that you get from The Black Hearts of Men is the more deep you looking the information that
hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but The Black Hearts of Men giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book
is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that The Black Hearts of Men instantly.

Dale Fain:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Black Hearts of Men or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Black
Hearts of Men to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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