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Between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries, Venice transformed itself from a struggling merchant
commune to a powerful maritime empire that would shape events in the Mediterranean for the next four
hundred years. In this magisterial new book on medieval Venice, Thomas F. Madden traces the city-state's
extraordinary rise through the life of Enrico Dandolo (c. 1107--1205), who ruled Venice as doge from 1192
until his death. The scion of a prosperous merchant family deeply involved in politics, religion, and
diplomacy, Dandolo led Venice's forces during the disastrous Fourth Crusade (1201--1204), which set out to
conquer Islamic Egypt but instead destroyed Christian Byzantium. Yet despite his influence on the course of
Venetian history,we know little about Dandolo, and much of what is known has been distorted by myth.The
first full-length study devoted to Dandolo's life and times, Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice corrects
the many misconceptions about him that have accumulated over the centuries, offering an accurate and
incisive assessment of Dandolo's motives, abilities, and achievements as doge, as well as his role -- and
Venice's -- in the Fourth Crusade. Madden also examines the means and methods by which the Dandolo
family rose to prominence during the preceding century, thus illuminating medieval Venice's singular
political, social, and religious environment. Culminating with the crisis precipitated by the failure of the
Fourth Crusade, Madden's groundbreaking work reveals the extent to which Dandolo and his successors
became torn between the anxieties and apprehensions of Venice's citizens and its escalating obligations as a
Mediterranean power.
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From reader reviews:

Glady Curry:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice book
since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Andrew Comer:

This Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice can be one of the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Enrico
Dandolo and the Rise of Venice giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Bennie Gale:

The book untitled Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Valerie Smith:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that.
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