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What did young, independent women do for fun and how did they pay their way into New York City's turn-
of-the-century pleasure places? Cheap Amusements is a fascinating discussion of young working women
whose meager wages often fell short of bare subsistence and rarely allowed for entertainment expenses.

Kathy Peiss follows working women into saloons, dance halls, Coney Island amusement parks, social clubs,
and nickelodeons to explore the culture of these young women between 1880 and 1920 as expressed in
leisure activities. By examining the rituals and styles they adopted and placing that culture in the larger
context of urban working-class life, she offers us a complex picture of the dynamics shaping a working
woman's experience and consciousness at the turn-of-the-century. Not only does her analysis lead us to new
insights into working-class culture, changing social relations between single men and women, and urban
courtship, but it also gives us a fuller understanding of the cultural transformations that gave rise to the
commercialization of leisure.

The early twentieth century witnessed the emergence of "heterosocial companionship" as a dominant
ideology of gender, affirming mixed-sex patterns of social interaction, in contrast to the nineteenth century's
segregated spheres. Cheap Amusements argues that a crucial part of the "reorientation of American culture"
originated from below, specifically in the subculture of working women to be found in urban dance halls and
amusement resorts.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Millican:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Cheap Amusements
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Macie Tiffany:

This Cheap Amusements usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Cheap Amusements can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Cheap Amusements forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Daniel Scott:

The particular book Cheap Amusements has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Donald Oakes:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Cheap Amusements this e-book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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