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In 1609, two years after its English founding, colonists struggled to stay alive in a tiny fort at
Jamestown.John Smith fought to keep order, battling both English and Indians. When he left, desperate
colonists ate lizards, rats, and human flesh. Surviving accounts of the “Starving Time” differ, as do modern
scholars’ theories.

Meanwhile, the Virginia-bound Sea Venture was shipwrecked on Bermuda, the dreaded, uninhabited “Isle of
Devils.” The castaways’ journals describe the hurricane at sea as well as murders and mutinies on land. Their
adventures are said to have inspired Shakespeare’s The Tempest.

A year later, in 1610, the Bermuda castaways sailed to Virginia in two small ships they had built. They
arrived in Jamestown to find many people in the last stages of starvation; abandoning the colony seemed
their only option. Then, in what many people thought was divine providence, three English ships sailed into
Chesapeake Bay. Virginia was saved, but the colony’s troubles were far from over.

Despite glowing reports from Virginia Company officials, disease, inadequate food, and fear of Indians
plagued the colony. The company poured thousands of pounds sterling and hundreds of new settlers into its
venture but failed to make a profit, and many of the newcomers died. Bermuda—with plenty of food, no
native population, and a balmy climate—looked much more promising, and in fact, it became England’s
second New World colony in 1612.

In this fascinating tale of England’s first two New World colonies, Bernhard links Virginia and Bermuda in a
series of unintended consequences resulting from natural disaster, ignorance of native cultures, diplomatic
intrigue, and the fateful arrival of the first Africans in both colonies. Written for general as well as academic
audiences, A Tale of Two Colonies examines the existing sources on the colonies, sets them in a transatlantic
context, and weighs them against circumstantial evidence.

From diplomatic correspondence and maps in the Spanish archives to recent archaeological discoveries at
Jamestown, Bernhard creates an intriguing history. To weave together the stories of the two colonies, which
are fraught with missing pieces, she leaves nothing unexamined: letters written in code, adventurers’
narratives, lists of Africans in Bermuda, and the minutes of committees in London. Biographical details of
mariners, diplomats, spies, Indians, Africans, and English colonists also enrich the narrative. While there are
common stories about both colonies, Bernhard shakes myth free from truth and illuminates what is
known—as well as what we may never know—about the first English colonies in the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Brewster:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda?.

Neil McNatt:

This A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda? is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda? in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world
with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Philip Brown:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda? was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.

Ashley Robinette:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda?. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one



spot to other place.
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