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Understanding North Korea through its propaganda

What do the North Koreans really believe? How do they see themselves and the world around them?

Here B.R. Myers, a North Korea analyst and a contributing editor of The Atlantic, presents the first full-
length study of the North Korean worldview. Drawing on extensive research into the regime’s domestic
propaganda, including films, romance novels and other artifacts of the personality cult, Myers analyzes each
of the country’s official myths in turn—from the notion of Koreans’ unique moral purity, to the myth of an
America quaking in terror of “the Iron General.” In a concise but groundbreaking historical section, Myers
also traces the origins of this official culture back to the Japanese fascist thought in which North Korea’s first
ideologues were schooled.

What emerges is a regime completely unlike the West’s perception of it. This is neither a bastion of
Stalinism nor a Confucian patriarchy, but a paranoid nationalist, “military-first” state on the far right of the
ideological spectrum.

Since popular support for the North Korean regime now derives almost exclusively from pride in North
Korean military might, Pyongyang can neither be cajoled nor bullied into giving up its nuclear program. The
implications for US foreign policy—which has hitherto treated North Korea as the last outpost of the Cold
War—are as obvious as they are troubling. With North Korea now calling for a “blood reckoning” with the
“Yankee jackals,” Myers’s unprecedented analysis could not be more timely.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Brown:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Cleanest Race: How North Koreans See Themselves and
Why It Matters. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book The Cleanest Race: How North Koreans See Themselves and Why It Matters.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Tina Olsen:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Cleanest Race: How North
Koreans See Themselves and Why It Matters book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Patricia Cockrell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Cleanest Race: How North Koreans See
Themselves and Why It Matters is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Allen Grimm:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the The Cleanest Race: How North Koreans See Themselves and Why It Matters when
you necessary it?
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