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Shortly after a dismembered torso was discovered by a pond outside Philadelphia in 1887, investigators
homed in on two suspects: Hannah Mary Tabbs, a married, working-class, black woman, and George
Wilson, a former neighbor whom Tabbs implicated after her arrest.

As details surrounding the shocking case emerged, both the crime and ensuing trial-which spanned several
months-were featured in the national press. The trial brought otherwise taboo subjects such as illicit sex,
adultery, and domestic violence in the black community to public attention. At the same time, the mixed race
of the victim and one of his assailants exacerbated anxieties over the purity of whiteness in the post-
Reconstruction era.

In Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso, historian Kali Nicole Gross uses detectives' notes, trial
and prison records, local newspapers, and other archival documents to reconstruct this ghastly whodunit
crime in all its scandalous detail. In doing so, she gives the crime context by analyzing it against broader
evidence of police treatment of black suspects and violence within the black community.

A fascinating work of historical recreation, Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso is sure to
captivate anyone interested in true crime, adulterous love triangles gone wrong, and the racially volatile
world of post-Reconstruction Philadelphia.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Here thing why this Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in
America are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Hannah Mary Tabbs
and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in America giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Hannah Mary
Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in America. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in America in e-
book can be your substitute.

Anna Sanders:

The book Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in America
will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Hannah Mary Tabbs and
the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in America is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Adeline Norris:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in
America we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person
must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this book Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and
Violence in America. You can more appealing than now.

Brooke Gafford:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the



Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso: A Tale of Race, Sex, and Violence in America when you
desired it?
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