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Through the lens of a careful assessment of the political views of MIT’s Noam Chomsky and Harvard’s Alan
Dershowitz—the two protagonists of a Cambridge-based feud over the past forty years—author Howard
Friel chronicles an American intellectual history from the U.S. war in Vietnam in the 1960s to the
contemporary debate about the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Major findings reveal the consistency of Chomsky’s principled support of international law, human rights,
and civil liberties, and a reversal by Dershowitz from support in the 1960s to opposition of those legal
standards today. Whereas Chomsky has opposed aggressive war (including by the United States and Israel)
throughout his academic career, Dershowitz moved from opposing the war in Vietnam to supporting the
U.S.-led war on terrorism, which includes “preventive wars,” “preemptive attacks,” armed reprisals, and
targeted extrajudicial killings. Although Dershowitz once opposed the Nixon administration’s assault on civil
liberties, he now writes favorably about a “jurisprudence of the preventive state” in the United States, which
would likely legalize “preventive surveillance,” “preventive interrogations,” and “preventive detentions.”
Friel’s volume argues that a Chomskyan adherence by the United States to international law and human
rights would reduce the threat of terrorism and preserve civil liberties, that the Dershowitz-backed war on
terrorism increases the threat of terrorism and undermines civil liberties, and that the incremental but steady
transition toward a preventive state threatens the permanent suspension of civil liberties in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Foley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Chomsky and Dershowitz: On
Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Daniel Moore:

This book untitled Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Kevin Loesch:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Chomsky and Dershowitz: On
Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jessie Davis:

Beside this kind of Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties in your phone,
it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the End of Civil
Liberties because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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