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Since its installation at and subsequent removal from New York City's Federal Plaza, noted sculptor Richard
Serra's Tilted Arc has been a touchstone for debates over the role of public art. Installed in 1981, the 10-foot-
high, 120-foot-long curved wall of Cor-Ten self-rusting steel instantly became a magnet for criticism. Art
critics in the New York Times and the Village Voice labeled it the city's worst public sculpture, and many
denounced it as an example of the elitism associated with art and as an obstacle to the use and enjoyment of
the plaza.

Harriet F. Senie explores the history of Tilted Arc, including its 1979 commission and the heated public
hearings that eventually led to its removal in 1989 (it was dismantled and is currently stored in a government
warehouse in Maryland). Analyzing the archive of popular opinion, Senie shows how the sculpture was
caught in an avalanche of shifting local and national discussions about public funding for the arts. She
examines the tactics of those opposed to the sculpture and the media's superficial and sensational coverage of
the controversy, reframing the dialogue in terms of public art, public space, and public policy instead of the
question of whether the removal of Tilted Arc was poetic justice or a dangerous precedent. Senie provides an
enlightening history and analysis of a controversy that will continue to inform our discussions about public
art for years to come.

Harriet F. Senie is director of museum studies and professor of art history at the City University of New
York's City College and professor of art history at CUNY's Graduate Center.
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From reader reviews:

Floretta Simmons:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Tilted Arc Controversy: Dangerous Precedent
? book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

James Wendler:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Tilted Arc Controversy: Dangerous Precedent ? or
even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides
are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The
Tilted Arc Controversy: Dangerous Precedent ? to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like this.

Mary Adam:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Tilted Arc Controversy: Dangerous Precedent ? can make you
experience more interested to read.

Tom Harris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Tilted Arc Controversy: Dangerous
Precedent ?.
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