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March 8, 1990: An intoxicated three-man crew, including Flight Engineer Joseph Balzer, fly a Northwest
Airlines Boeing 727 with 91 passengers aboard from Fargo, North Dakota to Minneapolis, Minnesota.

July 25, 1990: All three pilots stand trial for flying a commercial airliner while under the influence of
alcohol; all three are convicted and sent to federal prison.

July 26, 1990 - present: Joe Balzer fights for redemption and to regain all that he has lost. Flying Drunk is his
story.

Since he was a young boy, Joe Balzer dreamed of flying. He pursued his goal with a vigorous passion and
earned his pilot licenses, piling up hours of flight time with a wide variety of planes and jets with one
overarching goal: to one day fly for a major airline. But Joe had a problem. He was an alcoholic and refused
to admit to himself that he had a problem.

His alcoholism caught up with him in March 1990, when Joe was arrested with two other pilots for flying a
commercial airliner while under the influence of alcohol. His world began crumbling around him and his
new marriage faced the ultimate test. He lost his promising career and his dignity. Every major media outlet,
including The New York Times, Newsweek, and Time Magazine covered the shocking story for the stunned
American flying public. The trial that followed drained Joe's life's savings and federal prison nearly broke
him. Flying Drunk is Joe's bittersweet and thoroughly chilling memoir of his twisted journey to a Federal
courtroom, his time in the notorious Federal penitentiary system in Atlanta, and his struggle to recapture all
that he held dear.

Today, Joe is a recovering alcoholic, celebrating more than nineteen years of sobriety. The long road back
from perdition led him to American Airlines, where good people and a great organization recognized a
talented pilot who had cleaned up his act and was ready to fly again, safely.

Flying Drunk is an incredible journey of the human spirit, from childhood to hell, and back again. Everyone
should read and heed its message of hope and redemption. No one who does will ever forget it.

About the Author: Joe Balzer is a pilot for American Airlines with more than 15,000 hours of flight
experience. He has a Master's Degree in Aerospace Education and is also an inspirational speaker, traveling
around the country speaking to pilots and other groups on the dangers of alcohol and other addictions,
bringing his audience to laughter and tears with his powerful message of hope. Joe lives in Tennessee with



his wife Deborah and their two children. Flying Drunk is his first book.

REVIEWS

"Balzer was part of the infamous three-man crew that in 1990 piloted a Northwest Airlines commercial flight
from Fargo, ND, to Minneapolis while intoxicated. All three lost their jobs and flying licenses and served
time in federal prison. Driven by his faith in God and the support of his family and friends, Balzer struggled
to overcome his addiction. Today, sober for nearly two decades, he flies for American Airlines. Listeners
will be captivated by his tale of redemption, which he engagingly reads. Recommended for those dealing
with their own or a loved one's addiction issues."Stephen L. Hupp, West Virginia Univ. Lib., Parkersburg
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
FLYING DRUNK: The True Story of a Northwest Airlines Flight, Three Drunk Pilots, and One Man's Fight
for Redemption? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Rita Heil:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying FLYING DRUNK: The
True Story of a Northwest Airlines Flight, Three Drunk Pilots, and One Man's Fight for Redemption that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you are able to pick FLYING DRUNK: The True Story of a Northwest Airlines Flight, Three Drunk Pilots,
and One Man's Fight for Redemption become your own personal starter.

John Beaulieu:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be FLYING DRUNK: The True Story of a Northwest Airlines Flight, Three
Drunk Pilots, and One Man's Fight for Redemption why because the excellent cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Michael Walsh:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book FLYING DRUNK: The True
Story of a Northwest Airlines Flight, Three Drunk Pilots, and One Man's Fight for Redemption to make your
current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide



FLYING DRUNK: The True Story of a Northwest Airlines Flight, Three Drunk Pilots, and One Man's Fight
for Redemption can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of their time.
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