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With the spread of manga (Japanese comics) and anime (Japanese cartoons) around the world, many have
adopted the Japanese term 'otaku' to identify fans of such media. The connection to manga and anime may
seem straightforward, but, when taken for granted, often serves to obscure the debates within and around
media fandom in Japan since the term 'otaku' appeared in the niche publication Manga Burikko in 1983.

Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan disrupts the naturalization and trivialization of 'otaku' by examining
the historical contingency of the term as a way to identify and contain problematic youth, consumers and fan
cultures in Japan. Its chapters, many translated from Japanese and available in English for the first time – and
with a foreword by Otsuka Eiji, former editor of Manga Burikko – explore key moments in the evolving
discourse of 'otaku' in Japan. Rather than presenting a smooth, triumphant narrative of the transition of a
subculture to the mainstream, the edited volume repositions 'otaku' in specific historical, social and economic
contexts, providing new insights into the significance of the 'otaku' phenomenon in Japan and the world.

By going back to original Japanese documents, translating key contributions by Japanese scholars and
offering sustained analysis of these documents and scholars, Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan
provides alternative histories of and approaches to 'otaku'. For all students and scholars of contemporary
Japan and the history of Japanese fan and consumer cultures, this volume will be a foundation for
understanding how 'otaku', at different places and times and to different people, is meaningful.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

Here thing why this specific Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New
Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New
Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Debating Otaku in
Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and
Contemporary Japan). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical
Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) in e-book can be your
alternate.

James Mendoza:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan:
Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) e-book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical
Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) as good book but not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ralph Dell:

The book untitled Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons
(SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in
the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.



Rigoberto Stansell:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical
Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) as well as others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Debating
Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and
Contemporary Japan) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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