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Along the U.S.-Mexico frontier, where border crossings are a daily occurrence for many people, reinforcing
borders is also a common activity. Not only does the U.S. Border Patrol strive to "hold the line" against
illegal immigrants, but many residents on both sides of the border seek to define and bound themselves apart
from groups they perceive as "others."

This pathfinding ethnography charts the social categories, metaphors, and narratives that inhabitants of El
Paso and Ciudad Juárez use to define their group identity and distinguish themselves from "others." Pablo
Vila draws on over 200 group interviews with more than 900 area residents to describe how Mexican
nationals, Mexican immigrants, Mexican Americans, African Americans, and Anglos make sense of
themselves and perceive their differences from others.

This research uncovers the regionalism by which many northern Mexicans construct their sense of identity,
the nationalism that often divides Mexican Americans from Mexican nationals, and the role of ethnicity in
setting boundaries among Anglos, Mexicans, and African Americans. Vila also looks at how gender, age,
religion, and class intertwine with these factors. He concludes with fascinating excerpts from re-interviews
with several informants, who modified their views of other groups when confronted by the author with the
narrative character of their identities.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Pipkin:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Crossing Borders, Reinforcing
Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and Narrative Identities on the U.S.-Mexico Frontier (Inter-America)
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may
pick Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and Narrative Identities on the
U.S.-Mexico Frontier (Inter-America) become your personal starter.

Billy Shaner:

The book untitled Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and Narrative
Identities on the U.S.-Mexico Frontier (Inter-America) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in
the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Cedric Barnett:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Crossing Borders, Reinforcing
Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and Narrative Identities on the U.S.-Mexico Frontier (Inter-America)
is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Wayne Robinson:

Beside that Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and Narrative Identities
on the U.S.-Mexico Frontier (Inter-America) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Crossing
Borders, Reinforcing Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and Narrative Identities on the U.S.-Mexico
Frontier (Inter-America) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The



Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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