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Between 1776 and the mid-1800s, the number of Baptists in the United States grew at a staggering
rate, rising from fifty thousand at the outbreak of revolution to more than a million as the nation
edged toward civil war. As the Second Great Awakening swept through the Old Southwest, it generated
religious enthusiasm among Methodist and Baptist converts who were intent upon replacing
old forms of Protestantism with an evangelical vibrancy that reflected and often contributed
to the unsettled social relations of the new republic. No place was better suited to embrace this
enthusiasm than Kentucky. In Born of Water and Spirit, Richard C. Traylor explores the successes
and failures of Baptists in this area, using it as a window into the elements of Baptist life
that transcended locale.

Traylor argues that the achievements of Baptists in Kentucky reflect, in many ways, their success
and coming of age in the early national period of America. The factionalism that characterized
frontier Baptists, he asserts, is an essential key to understanding who the colonial Baptists had
been, who they were becoming in the late eighteenth through the mid-nineteenth centuries, and
who they would become after the Civil War.

In this highly nuanced study, Traylor looks at the denomination in light of what he calls its
“Baptist impulse”—the movement’s fluid structure and democratic spirit. These characteristics
have proven to be its greatest strength as well as the source of its most terrible struggles. Yet, confronting
theological clashes, along with the challenges that come with growth, forged the Baptist
identity and shaped its future.

The first three chapters examine the primary elements of the impulse: rituals of conversion,
baptism, and communion; the Baptist preacher; and the significance of the local church to the
sect. Following these chapters are explorations of the reformations and forces of change in the
early to mid-1800s, the role of women and African Americans in developing the group, and the
refinement and reorientation of priorities from 1840 to 1860. This important denominational history
will be of great value to scholars of American religious history and the history of the early
American republic.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Jones:

With other case, little folks like to read book Born of Water and Spirit: The Baptist Impulse in Kentucky,
1776-1860. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important the book Born of Water and Spirit: The Baptist Impulse in Kentucky, 1776-1860. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Robert Watts:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read will be Born of Water and Spirit: The Baptist Impulse in Kentucky, 1776-1860.

Ann Yoho:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Born of Water and Spirit: The Baptist
Impulse in Kentucky, 1776-1860 is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Henry Rodriguez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Born of Water and Spirit: The Baptist Impulse in Kentucky, 1776-1860
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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