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A mere 73 days after a ragtag South Carolina militia attacked Fort Sumter launching the War Between the
States, a band of railroad executives and politicians from 27 Virginia counties met in Wheeling, then
Virginia's third largest city, and laid the foundation for our nation's 35th state, West Virginia. Born amidst
the Sturm und Drang of our nation's most tragic and disruptive event, West Virginia is the first and only state
created from another state without the parent state's consent. The lore which emerged was purposefully
designed to imbue its citizens with pride and righteous purpose. The border is as craggy and haphazard as the
topography upon which it was superimposed, a beautiful, tragic, and widely misunderstood swath of the
central Appalachia. Michael Abraham was raised as a member of an ethnic minority by a Northern father and
a Southern mother in a small southwest Virginia town. With Blue Bloods to the east, hillbillies to the west,
and evangelical Christians everywhere, he forged an egalitarian ethos and a kinship with those who tied their
fortunes, sensibilities, and affections to rugged, isolated areas. In The Spine of the Virginias, Abraham chips
away at the West Virginia formation myth. He follows with a collection of contemporary vignettes of people
and places on both sides of the border of Virginia and West Virginia, in revealing looks at the interaction
between a landscape and its people. Inspired by the quote, "Culture is something we think other people
have," Abraham profiles doctors, lawyers, journalists, miners, and businesspeople; senators, mayors, and
gubernatorial candidates; filmmakers, musicians, and artists; beekeepers, maple syrup producers, brick
sculptors, and barbarians. This palette is infused with green and brown earthtones, the canvas is a richly
corrugated and rugged parchment, and the patina is a pall of resentment, resignation, affection, divided
loyalties, and constitutional ambiguities.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

The reserve with title The Spine of the Virginias has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

George Clark:

Beside this The Spine of the Virginias in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Spine of
the Virginias because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Gregory Throop:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Spine of the Virginias can be the reply, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Mary Summers:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book The
Spine of the Virginias. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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