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From its traces in cryptic images on the dollar bill to Dan Brown’s The Lost Symbol, Freemasonry has long
been one of the most romanticized secret societies in the world. But a simple fact escapes most depictions of
this elite brotherhood: There are women Freemasons, too. In this groundbreaking ethnography, Lilith
Mahmud takes readers inside Masonic lodges in contemporary Italy, where she observes the many ritualistic
and fraternal bonds forged among women initiates of this elite and esoteric society.

Offering a tantalizing look behind lodge doors, The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters unveils a complex
culture of discretion in which Freemasons simultaneously reveal some truths and hide others. Women—one
of Freemasonry’s best-kept secrets—are often upper class and highly educated but paradoxically
antifeminist, and their self-cultivation through the Masonic path is an effort to embrace the deeply gendered
ideals of fraternity. Mahmud unravels this contradiction at the heart of Freemasonry: how it was at once
responsible for many of the egalitarian concepts of the Enlightenment and yet has always been, and in Italy
still remains, extremely exclusive.  The result is not only a thrilling look at an unfamiliar—and surprisingly
influential—world, but a reevaluation altogether of the modern values and ideals that we now take for
granted.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

The book The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a good thing like a book The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and
Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kermit Diaz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender,
Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges was making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Brotherhood of
Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges is not only giving you much
more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The Brotherhood of
Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges. You never truly feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Stephen Galvan:

The reason why? Because this The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in
Italian Masonic Lodges is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Andrea Quirk:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Brotherhood of Freemason
Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges that give your enjoyment preference will



be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Brotherhood of
Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges become your starter.
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