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Every morning Chicagoans wake up to the same stark headlines that read like some macabre score: “13 shot,
4 dead overnight across the city,” and nearly every morning the same elision occurs: what of the nine other
victims? As with war, much of our focus on inner-city violence is on the death toll, but the reality is that far
more victims live to see another day and must cope with their injuries—both physical and
psychological—for the rest of their lives. Renegade Dreams is their story. Walking the streets of one of
Chicago’s most violent neighborhoods—where the local gang has been active for more than fifty
years—Laurence Ralph talks with people whose lives are irrecoverably damaged, seeking to understand how
they cope and how they can be better helped.

           

Going deep into a West Side neighborhood most Chicagoans only know from news reports—a place where
children have been shot just for crossing the wrong street—Ralph unearths the fragile humanity that fights to
stay alive there, to thrive, against all odds. He talks to mothers, grandmothers, and pastors, to activists and
gang leaders, to the maimed and the hopeful, to aspiring rappers, athletes, or those who simply want safe
passage to school or a steady job. Gangland Chicago, he shows, is as complicated as ever. It’s not just a
warzone but a community, a place where people’s dreams are projected against the backdrop of
unemployment, dilapidated housing, incarceration, addiction, and disease, the many hallmarks of urban
poverty that harden like so many scars in their lives. Recounting their stories, he wrestles with what it means
to be an outsider in a place like this, whether or not his attempt to understand, to help, might not in fact
inflict its own damage. Ultimately he shows that the many injuries these people carry—like dreams—are a
crucial form of resilience, and that we should all think about the ghetto differently, not as an abandoned
island of unmitigated violence and its helpless victims but as a neighborhood, full of homes, as a part of the
larger society in which we all live, together, among one another.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Renegade Dreams: Living through Injury in Gangland Chicago.

Shelly Gomes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Renegade Dreams:
Living through Injury in Gangland Chicago? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have other opinion?

Raymond Bailey:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Renegade Dreams: Living through Injury in Gangland Chicago.

Diana Chung:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Renegade Dreams: Living through
Injury in Gangland Chicago, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.
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