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The Japanese term for mobile phone, keitai (roughly translated as "something you carry with you"), evokes
not technical capability or freedom of movement but intimacy and portability, defining a personal accessory
that allows constant social connection. Japan's enthusiastic engagement with mobile technology has become
-- along with anime, manga, and sushi -- part of its trendsetting popular culture. Personal, Portable,
Pedestrian, the first book-length English-language treatment of mobile communication use in Japan, covers
the transformation of keitai from business tool to personal device for communication and play.The essays in
this groundbreaking collection document the emergence, incorporation, and domestication of mobile
communications in a wide range of social practices and institutions. The book first considers the social,
cultural, and historical context of keitai development, including its beginnings in youth pager use in the early
1990s. It then discusses the virtually seamless integration of keitai use into everyday life, contrasting it to the
more escapist character of Internet use on the PC. Other essays suggest that the use of mobile
communication reinforces ties between close friends and family, producing "tele-cocooning" by tight-knit
social groups. The book also discusses mobile phone manners and examines keitai use by copier technicians,
multitasking housewives, and school children. Personal, Portable, Pedestrian describes a mobile universe in
which networked relations are a pervasive and persistent fixture of everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Garnet Veach:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life (MIT Press).

Peter Robey:

Here thing why this specific Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life (MIT Press) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in
Japanese Life (MIT Press) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese
Life (MIT Press). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life (MIT Press) in e-
book can be your option.

Katie Grossi:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you
a lot of new details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of
many ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life (MIT Press), you can
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a reserve.

Katrina Hering:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine.
Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life (MIT Press) can be your answer given it can



be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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