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Today, a billion-dollar-a-year polling industry floods the media with information. Pollsters tell us not only
which political candidates will win, but how we are practicing our faith. How many Americans went to
church last week? Have they been born again? Is Jesus as popular as Harry Potter? Polls tell us that 40
percent of Americans attend religious services each week. They show that African Americans are no more
religious than white Americans, and that Jews are abandoning their religion in record numbers. According to
leading sociologist Robert Wuthnow, none of that is correct. Pollsters say that attendance at religious
services has been constant for decades. But during that time response rates in polls have plummeted, robotic
"push poll" calls have proliferated, and sampling has become more difficult. The accuracy of political polling
can be known because elections actually happen. But there are no election results to show if the proportion of
people who say they pray every day or attend services every week is correct. A large majority of the public
doubts that polls can be trusted, and yet night after night on TV, polls experts sum up the nation's habits to an
eager audience of millions.

Inventing American Religion offers a provocative new argument about the influence of polls in contemporary
American society. Wuthnow contends that polls and surveys have shaped-and distorted-how religion is
understood and portrayed in the media and also by religious leaders, practitioners, and scholars. He calls for
a robust public discussion about American religion that extends well beyond the information provided by
polls and surveys, and suggests practical steps to facilitate such a discussion, including changes in how the
results of polls and surveys are presented.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

With other case, little persons like to read book Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the
Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important some sort of book Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the
Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mindy Arredondo:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire do that.
You must know how great and important the book Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the
Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Arthur McLaurin:

This Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the
Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous
Quest for a Nation's Faith can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Inventing American Religion:
Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith having fine arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Robert Knight:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Inventing
American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith.
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