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In this updated, expanded edition, starting with Freud's "projection theory" of religion - that belief in God is
merely a product of man's desire for security - Professor Vitz argues that psychoanalysis actually provides a
more satisfying explanation for atheism. Disappointment in one's earthly father, whether through death,
absence, or mistreatment, frequently leads to a rejection of God.

A biographical survey of influential atheists of the past four centuries shows that this "defective father
hypothesis" provides a consistent explanation of the "intense atheism" of these thinkers. A survey of the
leading defenders of Christianity over the same period confirms the hypothesis, finding few defective
fathers. Vitz concludes with an intriguing comparison of male and female atheists and a consideration of
other psychological factors that can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each man, whatever his
experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him. Yet the cavalier attribution of religious faith to
irrational, psychological needs is so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing
one to atheism is necessary.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Bynum:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Faith of the
Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism to read.

Mary McDonald:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism book is readable simply
by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer regarding Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism is not loveable
to be your top collection reading book?

Elizabeth Maez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Faith of the Fatherless: The
Psychology of Atheism that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you are able to pick Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism become your own
personal starter.

Palmer Schwartz:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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