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The author of the highly acclaimed Founding Gardeners now gives us an enlightening chronicle of the first
truly international scientific endeavor—the eighteenth-century quest to observe the transit of Venus and
measure the solar system.
   On June 6, 1761, the world paused to observe a momentous occasion: the first transit of Venus between the
earth and the sun in more than a century. Through that observation, astronomers could calculate the size of
the solar system—but only if they could compile data from many different points of the globe, all recorded
during the short period of the transit. Overcoming incredible odds and political strife, astronomers from
Britain, France, Russia, Germany, Sweden, and the American colonies set up observatories in remote corners
of the world, only to have their efforts thwarted by unpredictable weather and warring armies. Fortunately,
transits of Venus occur in pairs: eight years later, the scientists would have another opportunity to succeed.
   Chasing Venus brings to life the personalities of the eighteenth-century astronomers who embarked upon
this complex and essential scientific venture, painting a vivid portrait of the collaborations, the rivalries, and
the volatile international politics that hindered them at every turn. In the end, what they accomplished would
change our conception of the universe and would forever alter the nature of scientific research.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Roberts:

This book untitled Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Mark Mata:

The publication untitled Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kent Walker:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens can be fine
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens or
even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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