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The unqualified victory of consumerism in America was not a foregone conclusion. The United States has
traditionally been the home of the most aggressive and often thoughtful criticism of consumption, including
Puritanism, Prohibition, the simplicity movement, the '60s hippies, and the consumer rights movement. But
at the dawn of the twenty-first century, not only has American consumerism triumphed, there isn't even an
"ism" left to challenge it. An All-Consuming Century is a rich history of how market goods came to dominate
American life over that remarkable hundred years between 1900 and 2000 and why for the first time in
history there are no practical limits to consumerism.

By 1930 a distinct consumer society had emerged in the United States in which the taste, speed, control, and
comfort of goods offered new meanings of freedom, thus laying the groundwork for a full-scale ideology of
consumer's democracy after World War II. From the introduction of Henry Ford's Model T ("so low in price
that no man making a good salary will be unable to own one") and the innovations in selling that arrived with
the department store (window displays, self service, the installment plan) to the development of new arenas
for spending (amusement parks, penny arcades, baseball parks, and dance halls), Americans embraced the
new culture of commercialism -- with reservations. However, Gary Cross shows that even the Depression,
the counterculture of the 1960s, and the inflation of the 1970s made Americans more materialistic, opening
new channels of desire and offering opportunities for more innovative and aggressive marketing. The
conservative upsurge of the 1980s and '90s indulged in its own brand of self-aggrandizement by promoting
unrestricted markets. The consumerism of today, thriving and largely unchecked, no longer brings families
and communities together; instead, it increasingly divides and isolates Americans.

Consumer culture has provided affluent societies with peaceful alternatives to tribalism and class war, Cross
writes, and it has fueled extraordinary economic growth. The challenge for the future is to find ways to
revive the still valid portion of the culture of constraint and control the overpowering success of the all-
consuming twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Harrison:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular An All-Consuming Century:
Why Commercialism Won in Modern America to read.

Serafina Hayes:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this An All-Consuming Century: Why Commercialism Won in Modern America, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a reserve.

Carl Kile:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. And also you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You
should know that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation
to something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this An All-
Consuming Century: Why Commercialism Won in Modern America.

Lise Callicoat:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the An All-Consuming Century: Why Commercialism Won in Modern America when you essential



it?
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