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This is the first book in the English language to offer an analysis of a conflict that, in so many ways, raised
the curtain on the Great War. In September 1911, Italy declared war on the once mighty, transcontinental
Ottoman Empire – but it was an Empire in decline. The ambitious Italy decided to add to her growing
African empire by attacking Ottoman-ruled Tripolitania (Libya). The Italian action began the rapid fall of the
Ottoman Empire, which would end with its disintegration at the end of the First World War. The day after
Ottoman Turkey made peace with Italy in October 1912, the Balkan League attacked in the First Balkan
War.

The Italo-Ottoman War, as a prelude to the unprecedented hostilities that would follow, has so many firsts
and pointers to the awful future: the first three-dimensional war with aerial reconnaissance and bombing, and
the first use of armored vehicles, operating in concert with conventional ground and naval forces; war fever
whipped up by the Italian press; military incompetence and stalemate; lessons in how not to fight a guerrilla
war; mass death from disease and 10,000 more from reprisals and executions. Thirty thousand men would
die in a struggle for what may described as little more than a scatolone di sabbia – a box of sand.

As acclaimed historian Charles Stephenson portrays in this ground-breaking study, if there is an exemplar of
the futility of war, this is it. Apart from the loss of life and the huge cost to Italy (much higher than was
originally envisaged), the main outcome was to halve the Libyan population through emigration, famine and
casualties.

The Italo-Ottoman War was a conflict overshadowed by the Great War – but one which in many ways
presaged the horrors to come. A Box of Sand will be of great interest to students of military history and those
with an interest in the history of North Africa and the development of technology in war.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-
1912 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Bethany Christiansen:

This book untitled A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912 to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Barbara Shephard:

This A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912 is great e-book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having A Box
of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right
but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
that?

Sheldon McLean:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912 this reserve consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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