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The French painter Jean Hélion’s unique and deeply moving account of his experiences in Nazi prisoner-of-
war camps prefigures the even darker stories that would emerge from the concentration camps. This serious
adventure tale begins with Hélion’s infantry platoon fleeing from the German army and warplanes as they
advanced through France in the early days of the war. The soldiers chant as they march and run, “They shall
not have me!” but are quickly captured and sent to hard labor. 

Writing in English in 1943, after his risky escape to freedom in the United States, Hélion vividly depicts the
sights, sounds, and smells of the camps, and shrewdly sizes up both captors and captured. In the deep
humanity, humor, and unsentimental intelligence of his observations, we can recognize the artist whose long
career included friendships with the likes of Mondrian, Giacometti, and Balthus, and an important role in
shaping modern art movements. Hélion’s picture of almost two years without his art is a self-portrait of the
artist as a man.
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From reader reviews:

David Bolds:

The experience that you get from They Shall Not Have Me: The Capture, Forced Labor, and Escape of a
French Prisoner in World War II may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but They Shall Not
Have Me: The Capture, Forced Labor, and Escape of a French Prisoner in World War II giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of They Shall Not Have Me: The Capture,
Forced Labor, and Escape of a French Prisoner in World War II instantly.

Michael Jones:

They Shall Not Have Me: The Capture, Forced Labor, and Escape of a French Prisoner in World War II can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing They Shall Not Have Me: The Capture, Forced Labor, and Escape of a French
Prisoner in World War II nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Frank Godwin:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This They Shall Not Have Me: The Capture,
Forced Labor, and Escape of a French Prisoner in World War II can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Major Talley:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be They Shall Not Have Me: The Capture, Forced Labor, and
Escape of a French Prisoner in World War II. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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