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The ambitious self-made man who reached the pinnacle of American politics—only to be felled by an
assassin's bullet and to die at the hands of his doctors

James A. Garfield was one of the Republican Party's leading lights in the years following the Civil War.
Born in a log cabin, he rose to become a college president, Union Army general, and congressman—all by
the age of thirty-two. Embodying the strive-and-succeed spirit that captured the imagination of Americans in
his time, he was elected president in 1880. It is no surprise that one of his biographers was Horatio Alger.

Garfield's term in office, however, was cut tragically short. Just four months into his presidency, a would-be
assassin approached Garfield at the Washington, D.C., railroad station and fired a single shot into his back.
Garfield's bad luck was to have his fate placed in the care of arrogant physicians who did not accept the new
theory of antisepsis. Probing the wound with unwashed and occasionally manure-laden hands, Garfield's
doctors introduced terrible infections and brought about his death two months later.

Ira Rutkow, a surgeon and historian, offers an insightful portrait of Garfield and an unsparing narrative of the
medical crisis that defined and destroyed his presidency. For all his youthful ambition, the only mark
Garfield would make on the office would be one of wasted promise.
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From reader reviews:

Bryant Kelly:

This James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881 book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific James A. Garfield: The American Presidents
Series: The 20th President, 1881 without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The
20th President, 1881 can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This James A. Garfield: The American Presidents
Series: The 20th President, 1881 having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Mary Parker:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The
20th President, 1881 can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Erik Hilyard:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The 20th
President, 1881 why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Darryl Payton:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like James A. Garfield: The
American Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not



try out this book? Let's find.
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