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Naturalness in synthetic speech is one of the most intractable problems in information technology today.
Although speech synthesis systems have improved considerably over the last 20 years, they rarely sound
entirely like human speakers.

Why is this so, and what can be done about it?
* Prosodic processing must be rendered more varied and more appropriate to the speech situation

* Timing, melodic control and the relationships between the various prosodic parameters need increased
attention

* Signal processing systems must be developed and perfected that are capable of generating more than just
one voice from a database

* A better understanding must be achieved of what distinguishes one voice from another, and of how speech
styles differ between simply reading aloud numbers and sentences and their use in interactive speech

* New evaluation methodologies should be developed to provide objective and subjective measurements of
the intelligibility of the synthetic speech and the cognitive load imposed upon the listener by impoverished
stimuli

* Adequate text markup systems must be proposed and tested with multiple languages in real-world
situations

* Further research is required to integrate speech synthesis systems into larger natural-language processing
systems
Improvements in Speech Synthesis presents the latest research in the above areas. Contributors include
speech synthesis specialists from 16 countries, with experience in the development of systems for 12
European languages. This volume emerges from a four-year European COST project focussed on "The
Naturalness of Synthetic Speech", and will be a valuable text for everyone involved in speech synthesis.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

The book Improvements in Speech Synthesis can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Improvements in Speech Synthesis? Some of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Improvements in Speech Synthesis has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth Davis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Improvements in Speech Synthesis as the daily
resource information.

Anthony Collins:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Improvements in
Speech Synthesis which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Carmel Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra
Improvements in Speech Synthesis.
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