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In late October 1846, the last wagon train of that years westward migration stopped overnight before
resuming its arduous climb over the Sierra Nevada Mountains, unaware that a fearsome storm was gathering
force. After months of grueling travel, the 81 men, women and children would be trapped for a brutal winter
with little food and only primitive shelter. The conclusion is known: by spring of the next year, the Donner
Party was synonymous with the most harrowing extremes of human survival. But until now, the full story of
what happened, what it tells us about human nature and about Americas westward expansion, remained
shrouded in myth. Drawing on fresh archaeological evidence, recent research on topics ranging from survival
rates to snowfall totals, and heartbreaking letters and diaries made public by descendants a century-and-a-
half after the tragedy, Ethan Rarick offers an intimate portrait of the Donner party and their unimaginable
ordeal: a mother who must divide her family, a little girl who shines with courage, a devoted wife who
refuses to abandon her husband, a man who risks his life merely to keep his word. But Rarick resists both the
gruesomely sensationalist accounts of the Donner party as well as later attempts to turn the survivors into
archetypal pioneer heroes. The Donner Party, Rarick writes, is a story of hard decisions that were neither
heroic nor villainous. Often, the emigrants displayed a more realistic and typically human mixture of
generosity and selfishness, an alloy born of necessity. A fast-paced, heart-wrenching, clear-eyed narrative
history, A Desperate Hope casts new light on one of Americas most horrific encounters between the dream
of a better life and the harsh realities such dreams so often must confront.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Price:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous
Journey West ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous
Journey West is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all
the book Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous Journey West. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Lisa Gonzales:

This Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous Journey West are generally reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Desperate Passage: The Donner
Partys Perilous Journey West can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous Journey West forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Catherine Acevedo:

Typically the book Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous Journey West will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous
Journey West is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Barbra Walker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys
Perilous Journey West e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Desperate Passage: The Donner Partys Perilous Journey West as good book not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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