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“Marvelous. . . . A wonderful book.”—Humana.Mente

“Rovelli is the dream author to conduct us on this journey.”—Nonfiction.fr

“At this point in time, when the prestige of science is at a low and even simple issues like climate change are
mired in controversy, Carlo Rovelli gives us a necessary reflection on what science is, and where it comes
from. Rovelli is a deeply original thinker, so it is not surprising that he has novel views on the important
questions of the nature and origin of science.”—Lee Smolin, founding member and researcher at the
Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics and author of The Trouble with Physics

Winner of the Prix du Livre Haute Maurienne de l’Astronomie

Carlo Rovelli, a leading theoretical physicist, uses the figure of Anaximander as the starting point for an
examination of scientific thinking itself: its limits, its strengths, its benefits to humankind, and its
controversial relationship with religion. Anaximander, the sixth-century BC Greek philosopher, is often
called the first scientist because he was the first to suggest that order in the world was due to natural forces,
not supernatural ones. He is the first person known to understand that the Earth floats in space; to believe
that the sun, the moon, and the stars rotate around it—seven centuries before Ptolemy; to argue that all
animals came from the sea and evolved; and to posit that universal laws control all change in the world.
Anaximander taught Pythagoras, who would build on Anaximander’s scientific theories by applying
mathematical laws to natural phenomena.

In the award-winning The First Scientist: Anaximander and His Legacy, translated here for the first time in
English, Rovelli restores Anaximander to his place in the history of science by carefully reconstructing his
theories from what is known to us and examining them in their historical and philosophical contexts. Rovelli
demonstrates that Anaximander’s discoveries and theories were decisive influences, putting Western culture
on its path toward a scientific revolution. Developing this connection, Rovelli redefines science as a
continuous redrawing of our conceptual image of the world. He concludes that scientific thinking—the
legacy of Anaximander—is only reliable when it constantly tests the limits of our current knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Stratton:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Anaximander is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Guadalupe Baum:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The Anaximander offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Sheila Davis:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Anaximander was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Anaximander has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Michael Marx:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Anaximander we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life with this book Anaximander. You can more attractive than now.
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