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How is it possible for an innocent man to come within nine days of execution? An Expendable Man
answers that question through detailed analysis of the case of Earl Washington Jr., a mentally retarded, black
farm hand who was convicted of the 1983 rape and murder of a 19-year-old mother of three in Culpeper,
Virginia. He spent almost 18 years in Virginia prisons—9 1/2 of them on death row—for a murder he did not
commit.

This book reveals the relative ease with which individuals who live at society's margins can be wrongfully
convicted, and the extraordinary difficulty of correcting such a wrong once it occurs.

Washington was eventually freed in February 2001 not because of the legal and judicial systems, but in spite
of them. While DNA testing was central to his eventual pardon, such tests would never have occurred
without an unusually talented and committed legal team and without a series of incidents that are best
described as pure luck.

Margaret Edds makes the chilling argument that some other “expendable men” almost certainly have been
less fortunate than Washington. This, she writes, is “the secret, shameful underbelly” of America's retention
of capital punishment. Such wrongful executions may not happen often, but anyone who doubts that innocent
people have been executed in the United States should remember the remarkable series of events necessary
to save Earl Washington Jr. from such a fate.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Perry:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled An
Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr.? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Hazel Gannon:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl
Washington, Jr.. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Eric Sanders:

This An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt in which?

Patricia Beall:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington,
Jr.. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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