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Ranging from the shattered gentility of Edith Wharton's heroines to racial confrontation in the songs of Nina
Simone, American Rhapsody presents a kaleidoscopic story of the creation of a culture. Here is a series of
deeply involving portraits of American artists and innovators who have helped to shape the country in the
modern age.

Claudia Roth Pierpont expertly mixes biography and criticism, history and reportage, to bring these portraits
to life and to link them in surprising ways. It isn't far from Wharton's brave new women to F. Scott
Fitzgerald's giddy flappers, and on to the big-screen command of Katharine Hepburn and the dangerous
dames of Dashiell Hammett's hard-boiled world. The improvisatory jazziness of George Gershwin's
Rhapsody in Blue has its counterpart in the great jazz baby of the New York skyline, the Chrysler Building.
Questions of an American acting style are traced from Orson Welles to Marlon Brando, while the new
American painting emerges in the gallery of Peggy Guggenheim. And we trace the arc of racial progress
from Bert Williams's blackface performances to James Baldwin's warning of the fire next time, however
slow and bitter and anguished this progress may be.

American Rhapsody offers a history of twentieth-century American invention and genius. It is about the joy
and profit of being a heterogeneous people, and the immense difficulty of this human experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Isaac:

Within other case, little persons like to read book American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and
One Great Building. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important the book American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great
Building. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Thomas Hawkins:

The e-book with title American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great Building has a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Harold Esparza:

American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great Building can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great Building yet doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Patricia Whetsel:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians,
Movie Stars, and One Great Building is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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