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Can a country be a democracy if its government only responds to the preferences of the rich? In an ideal
democracy, all citizens should have equal influence on government policy--but as this book demonstrates,
America's policymakers respond almost exclusively to the preferences of the economically advantaged.
Affluence and Influence definitively explores how political inequality in the United States has evolved over
the last several decades and how this growing disparity has been shaped by interest groups, parties, and
elections.

With sharp analysis and an impressive range of data, Martin Gilens looks at thousands of proposed policy
changes, and the degree of support for each among poor, middle-class, and affluent Americans. His findings
are staggering: when preferences of low- or middle-income Americans diverge from those of the affluent,
there is virtually no relationship between policy outcomes and the desires of less advantaged groups. In
contrast, affluent Americans' preferences exhibit a substantial relationship with policy outcomes whether
their preferences are shared by lower-income groups or not. Gilens shows that representational inequality is
spread widely across different policy domains and time periods. Yet Gilens also shows that under specific
circumstances the preferences of the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the poor, do seem to matter. In
particular, impending elections--especially presidential elections--and an even partisan division in Congress
mitigate representational inequality and boost responsiveness to the preferences of the broader public.

At a time when economic and political inequality in the United States only continues to rise, Affluence and
Influence raises important questions about whether American democracy is truly responding to the needs of
all its citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in
America. Try to face the book Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America
as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Tyrone Hogans:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Affluence and Influence: Economic
Inequality and Political Power in America book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Pablo McNamara:

This Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality
and Political Power in America can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Affluence and Influence: Economic
Inequality and Political Power in America giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Moore:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality
and Political Power in America can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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