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The quest to pinpoint the age of the Earth is nearly as old as humanity itself. For most of history, people
trusted mythology or religion to provide the answer, even though nature abounds with clues to the past of the
Earth and the stars. In A Natural History of Time, geophysicist Pascal Richet tells the fascinating story of
how scientists and philosophers examined those clues and from them built a chronological scale that has
made it possible to reconstruct the history of nature itself.

Richet begins his story with mythological traditions, which were heavily influenced by the seasons and
almost uniformly viewed time cyclically. The linear history promulgated by Judaism, with its story of
creation, was an exception, and it was that tradition that drove early Christian attempts to date the Earth. For
instance, in 169 CE, the bishop of Antioch, for instance declared that the world had been in existence for
“5,698 years and the odd months and days.”

Until the mid-eighteenth century, such natural timescales derived from biblical chronologies prevailed, but,
Richet demonstrates, with the Scientific Revolution geological and astronomical evidence for much longer
timescales began to accumulate. Fossils and the developing science of geology provided compelling
evidence for periods of millions and millions of years—a scale that even scientists had difficulty grasping.
By the end of the twentieth century, new tools such as radiometric dating had demonstrated that the solar
system is four and a half billion years old, and the universe itself about twice that, though controversial
questions remain.

The quest for time is a story of ingenuity and determination, and like a geologist, Pascal Richet carefully
peels back the strata of that history, giving us a chance to marvel at each layer and truly appreciate how far
our knowledge—and our planet—have come.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Natural History of Time. All type of
book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Anthony Collins:

Often the book A Natural History of Time has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Roger Lindsey:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Natural History of Time can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Henry Taylor:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and A Natural History of Time or perhaps others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them
to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A Natural History of
Time to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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