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Humans live in landscapes of make-believe. We spin fantasies. We devour novels, films, and plays. Even
sporting events and criminal trials unfold as narratives. Yet the world of story has long remained an
undiscovered and unmapped country. It’s easy to say that humans are “wired” for story, but why?

In this delightful and original book, Jonathan Gottschall offers the first unified theory of storytelling. He
argues that stories help us navigate life’s complex social problems—just as flight simulators prepare pilots
for difficult situations. Storytelling has evolved, like other behaviors, to ensure our survival.

Drawing on the latest research in neuroscience, psychology, and evolutionary biology, Gottschall tells us
what it means to be a storytelling animal. Did you know that the more absorbed you are in a story, the more
it changes your behavior? That all children act out the same kinds of stories, whether they grow up in a slum
or a suburb? That people who read more fiction are more empathetic?

Of course, our story instinct has a darker side. It makes us vulnerable to conspiracy theories, advertisements,
and narratives about ourselves that are more “truthy” than true. National myths can also be terribly
dangerous: Hitler’s ambitions were partly fueled by a story.

But as Gottschall shows in this remarkable book, stories can also change the world for the better. Most
successful stories are moral—they teach us how to live, whether explicitly or implicitly, and bind us together
around common values. We know we are master shapers of story. The Storytelling Animal finally reveals
how stories shape us.
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From reader reviews:

Bennett Fox:

Here thing why that The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It
is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make
Us Human in e-book can be your substitute.

Brian Griffith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the publication untitled The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human can be fine
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Hose:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human can be your answer given it
can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Henry Woods:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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