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Mary Delany was seventy-two years old when she noticed a petal drop from a geranium. In a flash of
inspiration, she picked up her scissors and cut out a paper replica of the petal, inventing the art of collage. It
was the summer of 1772, in England. During the next ten years she completed nearly a thousand cut-paper
botanicals (which she called mosaicks) so accurate that botanists still refer to them. Poet-biographer Molly
Peacock uses close-ups of these brilliant collages in The Paper Garden to track the extraordinary life of
Delany, friend of Swift, Handel, Hogarth, and even Queen Charlotte and King George III.

How did this remarkable role model for late blooming manage it? After a disastrous teenage marriage to a
drunken sixty-one-year-old squire, she took control of her own life, pursuing creative projects, spurning
suitors, and gaining friends. At forty-three, she married Jonathan Swift's friend Dr. Patrick Delany, and lived
in Ireland in a true expression of midlife love. But after twenty-five years and a terrible lawsuit, her husband
died. Sent into a netherland of mourning, Mrs. Delany was rescued by her friend, the fabulously wealthy
Duchess of Portland. The Duchess introduced Delany to the botanical adventurers of the day and a bonanza
of exotic plants from Captain Cook's voyage, which became the inspiration for her art.

Peacock herself first saw Mrs. Delany's work more than twenty years before she wrote The Paper Garden,
but "like a book you know is too old for you," she put the thought of the old woman away. She went on to
marry and cherish the happiness of her own midlife, in a parallel to Mrs. Delany, and by chance rediscovered
the mosaicks decades later. This encounter confronted the poet with her own aging and gave her-and her
readers-a blueprint for late-life flexibility, creativity, and change.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's Work at 72. Try to face the
book The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's Work at 72 as your close friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ignacio Lewis:

This book untitled The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's Work at 72 to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Lisa Haight:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's Work at 72 it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Darryl Payton:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
in your case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her Life's
Work at 72 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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