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The cognitive science of religion has made a persuasive case for the view that a number of different
psychological systems are involved in the construction and transmission of notions of extranatural agency
such as deities and spirits. Until now this work has been based largely on findings in experimental
psychology, illustrated mainly with hypothetical or anecdotal examples. In The Mind Possessed, Emma
Cohen considers how the psychological systems undergirding spirit concepts are activated in real-world
settings. Spirit possession practices have long had a magnetizing effect on academic researchers but there
have been few, if any, satisfactory theoretical treatments of spirit possession that attempt to account for its
emergence and spread globally. Drawing on ethnographic data collected during eighteen months of
fieldwork in Belem, northern Brazil, Cohen combines fine-grained descriptions and analyses of mediumistic
activities in an Afro-Brazilian cult house with a scientifically-grounded explanation for the emergence and
spread of ideas about spirits, possession and healing. Cohen shows why spirit possession and its associated
activities are inherently attention-grabbing. Making a radical departure from traditional anthropological,
medicalist and sociological analyses, she argues that a cognitive approach offers more precise and testable
hypotheses concerning the spread and appeal of spirit concepts and possession activities. This timely book
presents new lines of enquiry for the cognitive science of religion (a rapidly growing field of
interdisciplinary scholarship) and challenges the theoretical frameworks within which spirit possession
practices have traditionally been understood.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Shippee:

Here thing why this particular The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian
Religious Tradition are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Mind Possessed: The
Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Mind Possessed:
The Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition in e-book can
be your choice.

John Schreiber:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Mind Possessed: The
Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Jackie Thompson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession
in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Mind
Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition.

Jeffrey Martinez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This book The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession in an
Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book.



If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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