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This book explores the driving forces behind the current government-sponsored resurrection of phonics, and
the arguments used to justify it. It examines the roles played by three key actors--corporate America,
politicians, and state-supported reading researchers--in the formulation of what Strauss terms the neophonics
political program. Essential for researchers, students, and teachers of literacy and reading, and for anyone
seeking to understand what is happening in U.S. public schools today, The Linguistics, Neurology, and
Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out:
*analyzes the political nature of the alleged literacy crisis in the United States, through an investigation of
the political and corporate motives behind the renewed focus on phonics, and media complicity in promoting
the neophonics political program as the solution to the so-called crisis;
*examines the scientific claims of neophonics, including methodology, linguistics, and neuroscience, and
exposes the flaws in its reasoning and the weakness of its arguments;
*addresses the scientific, empirical investigation of letter-sound relationships in English (of phonics itself),
and demonstrates the complexity of the system and its associated benefits and limitations in the theory and
practice of reading;
*proposes actions to help make a return to politically undistorted science and to democratic classrooms a
reality; and
*introduces, in a postscript, a formal analysis of the letter-sound system, using empirically based rules to
convert one finite set of elements, the alphabet, into another, the phonemes of the spoken language.

Offering up-to-date information and an original critique, this book makes two important contributions. One
is the policy analysis linking government agencies, policymakers, and corporate interests. The second is the
neurological and linguistic treatment of why traditional phonics programs are not the solution and why the
rhetoric developed to support their resurgence is so far off the mark.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

Here thing why this kind of The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of
Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no publication that similar with The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics:
Silent "E" Speaks Out. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks
Out in e-book can be your substitute.

Kristin Walker:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Tim Walton:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics:
Silent "E" Speaks Out can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

John Mallery:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out can make you



experience more interested to read.
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