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Over the past quarter century, American liberals and conservatives alike have invoked memories of the
1960s to define their respective ideological positions and to influence voters. Liberals recall the positive
associations of what might be called the “good Sixties”—the “Camelot” years of JFK, the early civil rights
movement, and the dreams of the Great Society—while conservatives conjure images of the “bad
Sixties”—a time of urban riots, antiwar protests, and countercultural revolt.

In Framing the Sixties, Bernard von Bothmer examines this battle over the collective memory of the decade
primarily through the lens of presidential politics. He shows how four presidents—Ronald Reagan, George
H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush—each sought to advance his political agenda by consciously
shaping public understanding of the meaning of “the Sixties.” He compares not only the way that each
depicted the decade as a whole, but also their commentary on a set of specific topics: the presidency of John
F. Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson’s “Great Society” initiatives, the civil rights movement, and the Vietnam War.

In addition to analyzing the pronouncements of the presidents themselves, von Bothmer draws on interviews
he conducted with more than one hundred and twenty cabinet members, speechwriters, advisers, strategists,
historians, journalists, and activists from across the political spectrum—from Julian Bond, Daniel Ellsberg,
Todd Gitlin, and Arthur Schlesinger to James Baker, Robert Bork, Phyllis Schlafly, and Paul Weyrich.

It is no secret that the upheavals of the 1960s opened fissures within American society that have continued to
affect the nation’s politics and to intensify its so-called culture wars. What this book documents is the extent
to which political leaders, left and right, consciously exploited those divisions by “framing” the memory of
that turbulent decade to serve their own partisan interests.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Russo:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a
Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Framing
the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush is not only giving you
much more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Framing the Sixties:
The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Penny Stout:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a
Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Kathleen Dominguez:

The book Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush will
bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Framing the Sixties: The Use
and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robin Adams:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Framing the Sixties: The Use and Abuse of a Decade from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush.
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