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The revolutions sweeping the Middle East provide dramatic evidence of the role that technology plays in
mobilizing citizen protest and upending seemingly invulnerable authoritarian regimes. A grainy cell phone
video of a Tunisian street vendor’s self-immolation helped spark the massive protests that toppled longtime
ruler Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, and Egypt’s "Facebook revolution" forced the ruling regime out of power and
into exile.

While such "liberation technology" has been instrumental in freeing Egypt and Tunisia, other cases—such as
China and Iran—demonstrate that it can be deployed just as effectively by authoritarian regimes seeking to
control the Internet, stifle protest, and target dissenters. This two-sided dynamic has set off an intense
technological race between "netizens" demanding freedom and authoritarians determined to retain their grip
on power.

Liberation Technology brings together cutting-edge scholarship from scholars and practitioners at the
forefront of this burgeoning field of study. An introductory section defines the debate with a foundational
piece on liberation technology and is then followed by essays discussing the popular dichotomy of
"liberation" versus "control" with regard to the Internet and the sociopolitical dimensions of such controls.
Additional chapters delve into the cases of individual countries: China, Egypt, Iran, and Tunisia.

This book also includes in-depth analysis of specific technologies such as Ushahidi—a platform developed
to document human-rights abuses in the wake of Kenya’s 2007 elections—and alkasir—a tool that has been
used widely throughout the Middle East to circumvent cyber-censorship.

Liberation Technology will prove an essential resource for all students seeking to understand the intersection
of information and communications technology and the global struggle for democracy.

Contributors: Walid Al-Saqaf, Daniel Calingaert, Ronald Deibert, Larry Diamond, Elham Gheytanchi, Philip
N. Howard, Muzammil M. Hussain, Rebecca MacKinnon, Patrick Meier, Evgeny Morozov, Xiao Qiang,
Rafal Rohozinski, Mehdi Yahyanejad
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From reader reviews:

Lupita Kirch:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of
Democracy Book) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer connected with Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for
Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of
Democracy Book) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Regina Wingler:

The publication with title Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal
of Democracy Book) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read it anywhere you want.

Laura Bradberry:

You can get this Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of
Democracy Book) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Lynn Gallagher:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Liberation Technology: Social Media and the
Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) or even others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Liberation Technology:



Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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