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In Brazil, the country with the largest population of African descent in the Americas, the idea of race
underwent a dramatic shift in the first half of the twentieth century. Brazilian authorities, who had considered
race a biological fact, began to view it as a cultural and environmental condition. Jerry Dávila explores the
significance of this transition by looking at the history of the Rio de Janeiro school system between 1917 and
1945. He demonstrates how, in the period between the world wars, the dramatic proliferation of social policy
initiatives in Brazil was subtly but powerfully shaped by beliefs that racially mixed and nonwhite Brazilians
could be symbolically, if not physically, whitened through changes in culture, habits, and health.
Providing a unique historical perspective on how racial attitudes move from elite discourse into people’s
lives, Diploma of Whiteness shows how public schools promoted the idea that whites were inherently fit and
those of African or mixed ancestry were necessarily in need of remedial attention. Analyzing primary
material—including school system records, teacher journals, photographs, private letters, and unpublished
documents—Dávila traces the emergence of racially coded hiring practices and student-tracking policies as
well as the development of a social and scientific philosophy of eugenics. He contends that the
implementation of the various policies intended to “improve” nonwhites institutionalized subtle barriers to
their equitable integration into Brazilian society.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945. Try
to make book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 as your good friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Christian Rice:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Diploma of Whiteness: Race
and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Kevin Zavala:

This Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt which?

Matthew Sewell:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and
Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and
Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in



doing what must you're doing of that time.
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