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"Black is Beautiful!" The words were the exuberant rallying cry of a generation of black women who threw
away their straightening combs and adopted a proud new style they called the Afro. The Afro, as worn most
famously by Angela Davis, became a veritable icon of the Sixties.

Although the new beauty standards seemed to arise overnight, they actually had deep roots within black
communities. Tracing her story to 1891, when a black newspaper launched a contest to find the most
beautiful woman of the race, Maxine Leeds Craig documents how black women have negotiated the
intersection of race, class, politics, and personal appearance in their lives. Craig takes the reader from beauty
parlors in the 1940s to late night political meetings in the 1960s to demonstrate the powerful influence of
social movements on the experience of daily life. With sources ranging from oral histories of Civil Rights
and Black Power Movement activists and men and women who stood on the sidelines to black popular
magazines and the black movement press, Ain't I a Beauty Queen? will fascinate those interested in beauty
culture, gender, class, and the dynamics of race and social movements.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Wilkins:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black
Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Noah Giles:

This Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women,
Beauty, and the Politics of Race can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty,
and the Politics of Race forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Mark Garcia:

The book Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

William Evans:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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